Victorian Webquest 
Directions: Use the links to answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1. Wilde was a leader of the “aesthetic movement.” Research the movement. What does “art for art’s sake” mean?  How does The Importance of Being Earnest reflect the movement’s values? http://www.fashion-era.com/aesthetics.htm 
2. Wilde subtitled the play “A Trivial Comedy for Serious People.” In 1895, when the play opened, what did people consider “trivial?” What did they consider “serious?” What were their opinions regarding: employment, leisure, wealth, society, education, marriage, family, morality? 

http://www.victoriaspast.com/FrontPorch/victorianera.htm 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_morality 
http://www.logicmgmt.com/1876/intro.htm 
3.  What is a gentleman? How did the Victorians define the word? How is it used today? How do you account for the changes? 

http://www.victoriaspast.com/VictorianGentlemen/dadsdesk.html 
http://www.victorianweb.org/history/gentleman.html 
4.  What does it mean to be chaperoned? What was the significance of a chaperone or a lady’s companion in Victorian society? What were the dangers for a young lady who was not chaperoned? ALSO -- What is a ward? In what circumstances does a person become a ward? Who selects the ward’s guardian, and what powers and responsibilities does the guardian have? How and when does a person cease to be a ward?

http://www.bartleby.com/95/19.html 
5. How did Queen Victoria influence society, the culture, and her people? 
http://www.victoriaspast.com/FrontPorch/queenvictoria.htm 

6. Describe women’s roles, expectations, and manners of the period. Note the added notes and links in the right margin. How do the women of Wilde’s play measure up? 
http://www.victoriaspast.com/LifeofVictorianWoman/LifeofVictorianWoman.html 

7. Describe the etiquette (dos and don’ts) of Victorian Courtship. How do these rules compare to the courtships you read about in Wilde’s Importance of Being Earnest? 
(As you scroll down the page, you will see notes and links to other pages on courtship etitquette.) 

http://www.victoriaspast.com/Courtshipdance/courtshipdance.html 
8. Describe what set apart people in social classes. Focus on the upper class and compare your notes to how Wilde portrays the upper class.  

https://sites.udel.edu/britlitwiki/social-life-in-victorian-england/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3x39j6/revision/2 

9. How have times changed:  http://www.victorianweb.org/history/Etiquette.html 

10. Add any bizarre/interesting notes or any questions you still have about the time period. 

